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Focus
on
the

Future
The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) reports that sewage spills
are a serious problem nationwide. The
untreated sewage from these overflows
can contaminate our waters, cause property damage from backups into homes
and businesses and threaten
public health.
Communities across
the nation are experiencing an increasing
number of sinkholes
caused by deteriorating underground
sewer pipes.
Here in the
Ojai Valley, the Sanitary District is planning ahead to reduce
the risk of such catastrophes occurring locally. In collaboration with a consulting firm,
Ojai Valley Sanitary District officials
have developed a Capital Improvement

Plan for rehabilitation
of the District’s wastewater collection system.
Some sewer pipes and pump
stations are 50 years old or
more and must be extensively
repaired or replaced to
ensure reliable operation in coming years.
Getting
Our House
in Order

“We’re getting
our house in order
for the future,” said
John Correa, P.E.,
OVSD General Manager. “We operate proactively because we don’t
want to wait for something to
go wrong. We don’t have some regulatory agency forcing us to be proactive.
We’re taking responsibility and doing

what should be done now in order to
protect our environment, which is our
most important job.”
The Sanitary District hired a consulting firm to help develop the Capital
Improvement Plan (CIP). The goal of
the recently completed CIP is to provide
reasonable estimates and predictions
of the timing and cost of capital investments over the next 25 years based on
the best information currently available.
Using this information, the District can
Continued on page 3
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For the last two years,
Ojai Valley Sanitary District
employees recorded zero
lost-time accidents at work.
The California Sanitation
Risk Management Authority
(CSRMA) recognized the
achievement by awarding
OVSD staff members the
Safety Superstars Award.
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See
You
Later,
Alligator

Way to go OV
SD employees
!

You don’t have to be concerned that
an alligator will crawl out of your toilet
any time soon. Ever since a full-grown
gator was dragged out of a New York
sewer in 1935, the rumor mill has been in
overdrive. Supposedly, alligators get flushed
down toilets as babies, then they grow into
the rapacious reptiles that many of us fear
and loathe, lurking in the nation’s underground sewer lines. This is one of the
most familiar urban legends on record,
according to Jan Harold Brunvand, who
specializes in debunking such fables.

Focus
on

What the District is
Doing to Keep Rates as
Low as Possible

the

Future
Continued from page 1

can ensure that financial and funding
plans are in place to meet future collection system capital needs. The CIP is designed as a “living document” that can be
updated on a regular basis as technology,
financial considerations and regulatory
requirements change.
The CIP calls for spending approximately $10 million over the next ten
years. Part of the funds will come from
reserves saved up over the years by the
District and designated for rehabilitation
of the collection system. The remainder
must be borrowed.
District officials expect to begin the
highest priority collection system rehabilitation measures soon, and complete
them in about three years, because costs
are going up. Industry-wide, sewer line
construction costs are rising 4 to 5 percent a year.
To help build up reserve funds for
collection system rehabilitation and repair in the more distant future, District
officials project rate increases in coming
years. The increase for 2008 is expected
to be between 13 and 14 percent.

The Capital Improvement Plan
for the collection system - and a similar CIP for the Wastewater Treatment
Plant completed last year - are examples
of how the District is working to assure
its continuing capability to protect
the environment, while maintaining its own financial
stability.
Proactive financial management also
seeks to keep rates
as low as possible,
consistent with the
District’s mission.
Specific measures
include:
• Year-to-Year
Fiscal Management
The District prepares
and follows an annual budget
based on all relevant data, including the
Capital Improvement Plans.
• Improving Investment Strategies
Last year, the District removed its
reserve funds from county and state
treasuries and hired a private investment brokerage to manage the funds,
with an eye to improving OVSD’s return
on its investments. “We’re following
all the laws and rules and we’re doing
everything possible to get the best yield
we can for the benefit of our District
and its financial health today and in the
future,” said General Manager Correa.

• Soliciting State and Federal Grants
Last year, the District received emergency grants in the amount of $4.7 million to fund cleanup and replacement
of a storm-damaged sewer line. FEMA
covered approximately three-quarters of
the cost, with the state picking up most
of the other quarter. The District also
routinely applies for state and federal
grants on a preventive basis, to
repair and upgrade elements
of the system before crises occur, reducing the
risk of environmental
damage. Every grant
dollar is one less dollar the District has
to spend of its own
funds for such improvements.
“The rates are
where they are because
of necessary improvements completed in the
past,” said Correa. “We are an
environmentally sensitive community. We discharge into an environmentally
sensitive waterway, the Ventura River,
which has a number of endangered species. We also function in an increasingly
stringent regulatory climate.”
Correa also pointed out that unlike
many sanitary sewer districts where largescale residential development occurs regularly and more customers are coming on
line all the time to spread out the costs,
the Ojai Valley is relatively static. There is
little population growth locally, so current
ratepayers share the increased expenses
of operating the Sanitary District.

HELP Protect OUR Environment
• Keep grease out of your drains. Grease threatens the system we
all depend on. it can clog the sewer line on your property. This
results in sewage backups and costly plumbing bills. Pour cooking
grease and oil into a can and dispose of it in the trash. Wipe down pots
and pans thoroughly before washing them.
• Prevent rainwater from entering the sewer line. Rainwater belongs in
the storm drain. Sometimes residents are unaware that roof drains have
been piped illegally into the sewer line by previous owners of the property.
Do not open clean-out caps to drain off rainwater. Rainwater can overwhelm
the system and result in sewage spills.
• Do not put pharmaceuticals or personal care products into the sewer system.
The sewage treatment process does not remove many of the chemical compounds
from these products. Flushing them down the toilet is equivalent to FLushing them
into the Ventura River. These chemical compounds have negative impacts on the
aquatic environment.
• Do not pour unused cleaning products, solvents, insecticides, fertilizers or other such
substances into the drain or FLush them. The chemicals in these products are hazardous
to the environment.
To dispose of unused cleaning products, pharmaceuticals or other hazardous substances,
contact the County of Ventura Pollution Prevention Center at (805) 658-4323.
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How Does Your
Garden Grow?
Make it Flourish with
Free Nitrogen-Rich Compost!
Composted biosolids are available to
the public for unrestricted use as a soil
amendment at no cost.
Apply the nitrogen-rich compost
available free from the Ojai Valley
Sanitary District; then stand back and
watch your plants grow.
A number of experienced local
gardeners who use the compost as a
mulch and soil amendment report strong
new plant growth and a profusion of
blooms, fruits and vegetables.
The compost material is 50% biosolids
from the wastewater treatment process and 50% horse bedding from
local stables. The materials are combined and composted at the
OVSD Wastewater Treatment Plant. Regular testing assures that
OVSD compost meets the Environmental Protection Agency’s “Class
A Exceptional Quality” standards for biosolids.

Bring your own container or fill a truckload at the
District’s wastewater treatment plant located at
6363 North Ventura Avenue.
Supplies are limited. To ensure availability,
which is highest in summer through late fall, call:

(805) 646-5548
PIPELINE
Ojai Valley Sanitary District
1072 Tico Road, Ojai, CA 93023
Board of Directors
William M. Stone, Division 1
Randy Burg, Division 2
Pete Kaiser, Division 3
Jack Curtis, Division 4, Chairman
Russ Baggerly, Division 5
Stan Greene, Division 6
William E. Lotts, Division 7

General Manager
John K. Correa

Recycled Paper, Organic Inks
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